22 Regional

Freneau college reunion

FEAR of a Japanese invasion helped
found Freneau Park College in
Toowoomba in 1941.

Now a reunion of former students has been
called to mark the fiftieth anniversary of the
closure of the college, also known as Our
Lady of the Sacred Heart College.
The reunion will be held on the weekend
of August 30 and 31 in conjunction with a
Downlands College reunion.
Peter Richards will be attending the reunion
as an old boy of both Freneau Park and
Downlands Colleges.
“Freneau Park was a junior college to
Downlands,” he said.
“I attended there from 1955 to 1958 and
went on to Downlands, finishing my education in 1964.
“That was also the year Freneau
Park closed and the land was
developed for residential
purposes.”
Freneau Park had been
a boarding school run
by the Our Lady of the
Sacred Heart Sisters
in the Brisbane suburb
of Whinstanes near
Hamilton.
In 1941, Australia’s
military feared Japanese attack on a petrol
storage area close to
Whinstanes.
One of the Sisters’ diaries at
the time recorded “orders to evac-

uate the boarding school” and that “Mother
Hilda Riordan, at that time the Superior, succeeded in renting a property at Toowoomba”.
By 1947, a new property overlooking
the Darling Downs had been obtained and
renamed Freneau Park after the then Superior
General, Mother Florence Ferneau.
Mr Richards said he was looking forward to
catching up with his former classmates from
both Freneau and Downlands Colleges.
“It promises to be a great weekend,” he
said.
“On Saturday August 30, the traditional
rugby football match between Downlands
College and Toowoomba Grammar School
will be held with a reunion dinner that night.
“Mass and a tour of Downlands will be held
on Sunday August 31.”
Mr Richards said more information on
the Freneau Park, its history and
the coming reunion could be
viewed online.
He is also seeking any
photographs and other
memorabilia connected
with the college and
can be contacted
on 0411 155569 or
by email at rich@
rdsbros.com.au.

Fond memories: Peter Richards as a student at Freneau
Park College.

Walking towards rights for
indigenous Australians

The commission has now formed a Recognise working party to help educate the wider
community around a move to finally recognise
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people
in the Australian Constitution.
It is also organising a community walk to
draw attention to the issue on May 31.
SJC executive officer Dr Mark Copland said
indigenous voting rights were a prime example of where more information is needed.
“Many people don’t realize that it is still
possible under our current constitution for a
State to prevent a group of citizens from voting on the basis of their race,” he said.

The working party has invited community
leaders to a briefing lunch next Tuesday, April
15.
“The briefing aims to encourage individuals and organisations to inspire others to join
them in a community walk,” Dr Copland said.
“In 1967 more than 90 percent of Toowoomba residents voted ‘Yes’ in the referendum which helped to bring about positive
change for Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people across the nation.
“We believe we can be a part of making history once again.”
The walk will begin at 7am at Peace Haven
Park in Highfields.
It will visit local sites of cultural significance.
The Recognise campaign is supported by all
major political parties and has Australian of
the Year, Adam Goodes, as its patron.
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Adult nightclub ignored at
the peril of Toowoomba
DESPITE the best efforts of Jenny Goodwin
and others, including many in Toowoomba’s
business community, an adult nightclub has recently opened in the city’s main street.

Walk the Talk:
Bishop Robert
McGuckin, left,
joins members of
the Social Justice
Commission’s
Recognise working
party as it prepares
to raise public
awareness of ongoing indigenous
inequality in the
Australian Constitution.

THE theme for Reconciliation Week this year is
Walk the Talk and that’s exactly what Toowoomba diocese’s Social Justice Commission intends
to do.

Historic view: Ferneau Park College football team 1958 or 59: back row from left, Hughes, Duff,
Hughes, coach Mr Brunner, Paul Duane, Roger Carrigan, unknown. Middle row from left, Coleman, Michael O’Grady, Andy McGuire, Gerard Smith, Patrick Pobar, Toby O’Brien. Front row,
left, Laurie Carmody with the rest unknown.

The Vault on Ruthven received its adult
entertainment licence after months of legal
battles in early March and opened its doors
on March 26.
Mrs Goodwin, a member of Toowoomba’s Catholic community, said among
reasons for opposing the club was “that it
was much more than a strip club but I’d be
embarrassed to detail other practices going
on there”.
Now she has vowed to fight on and
is focused on petitioning Queensland’s
Attorney-General Jarrod Bleijie to change
the law to allow local communities to make
decisions on this type of facility.
Mrs Goodwin congratulated the Toowoomba community, including a considerable portion of the business community,
of their magnificent job in opposing the
development.
“More than 3000 objections to the club’s
licence application were tabled in State
Parliament last year,” she said.
“Among reasons for the objections were
the location of the venue to place such as
a child care centre, Lifeline and places of
worship.

“It was also seen that Toowoomba is the
state’s flower capital, has many educational
facilities and is an annual venue for Easterfest, a major religious event.
“There were objections from a local
Member of Parliament, the council, the
chamber of commerce as well as from
thousands in the community.
“It was even admitted by the Office of
Liquor and Gaming that the amenity of the
area would be affected by the granting of
this license.
“It’s clear that democracy hasn’t worked
in this situation.”
Mrs Goodwin said the next step was to
change the legislation “so our local council,
which is against the club too, can be given
power over its approval”.
“If the law isn’t changed, the precedent
set in Toowoomba will ensure that facilities
similar to The Vault will be forced on other
unwilling communities,” she said.
“For example, I understand the community of Emerald is now having exactly the
same problem.
“Also, I know we are not allowed to talk
morals these days but it is necessary to say
that there is a moral law which is much
stronger than any other.
“We ignore it at our own, our families
and our community’s peril.”

Stay informed with
the important issues
that affect you, your
family and your faith
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